Order for the Public Worship of God
January 24, 2021
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
11:00 AM Worship Service
WE COME TO WORSHIP
OPENING VOLUNTARY

“Improvisation on ST. DENIO”
(based on the tune of the first hymn, #297)

Michael Burkhardt

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP
“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known;
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?”

John L. Bell

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

—text and music arr. © 1987 WGRG, Iona Community (GIA Publications)

PRAYER OF THE DAY
HYMN #297
“In Christ Called to Baptize”
(stanzas 1,3,4)
In Christ called to baptize, we witness to grace
and gather a people from each land and race.
In deep flowing waters, we share in Christ’s death,
then, rising to new life, give thanks with each breath.

ST. DENIO

In Christ called to witness, by grace we will preach
a life giving gospel; God’s love we will teach.
By grace may our living give proof to our praise
in costly compassion reflecting Christ’s way.
Unite us, anoint us, O Spirit of love,
For you are within us, around us, above.
Equip us for service with gifts you bestow.
In Christ is our calling. In Christ may we grow.
CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Together)
Almighty and loving God, we praise You for everything You have done for us. Have mercy on
our feeble efforts to make our lives match our beliefs. When we fail, in your grace pick us up and
give us the commitment and courage to try again to live into your love and to live up to Your expectation of us. May the life and teaching of Jesus be-come the measure by which we assess each
day’s events and opportunities. Strengthen our intention to live faithfully and responsibly as fol
lowers of Jesus in today’s anguished and divided world. And it means the world to us to know
that you hear and accept our prayers, through Jesus Christ our risen Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.
SOLO

“Lord of the Dance”
Stephanie Carson, Soloist
I danced in the morning when the world was begun,
and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,
And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth;
at Bethlehem I had my birth.
Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,
and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he.
I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,
but they would not dance and they wouldn’t follow me;
I danced for the fisherman, for James and John;
they came with me and the dance went on.
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame,
the holy people said it was a shame;
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me high,
and they left me there on a cross to die.
I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black;
it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back;
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone,
but I am the dance and I still go on.
They cut me down and I leapt up high, I am the life that’ll never, never die;
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me: I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.

GLORIA PATRI

arr. Mark Hayes

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
CALL TO OFFERING
HYMN #720
“Jesus Calls Us”
(stanzas 1,4)
Jesus calls us: o’er the tumult of our life’s wild, restless sea;
Day by day his sweet voice soundeth saying, “Christian, follow me.”

GALILEE

Jesus calls us: by thy mercies, Savior, may we hear thy call,
Give our hearts to thy obedience, serve and love thee best of all.
WE GROW IN THE WORD
SCRIPTURE READING
SERMON

Mark 1:14-20 (NRSV)
“Grace Responders”
Paul Means, Associate Pastor

WE GO OUT TO SERVE
HYMN #649
“Amazing Grace”
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see.

AMAZING GRACE

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come.
‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.
BENEDICTION
CLOSING VOLUNTARY

“Te Deum Laudamus”
(We Praise You, God)

Stephanie Carson, Music Director
Tom Huffman, Organist & Associate Music Director

Dietrich Buxtehude
(1637-1707)

